Behavioural evidence for partial agonist properties of RO 15-1788, a benzodiazepine receptor antagonist.
Rats trained to discriminate pentylenetetrazol from saline had this cue antagonized by the benzodiazepine, clorazepate. Ro 15-1788 reversed the antagonism of the pentylenetetrazol cue produced by clorazepate. Similarly, Ro 15-1788 blocked the anti-conflict effect of clorazepate. Rats trained to discriminate clorazepate from saline, however, generalized this cue to Ro 15-1788. These results demonstrate that Ro 15-1788 is not a pure benzodiazepine antagonist, but has partial agonist properties.